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ABSTRACT

"Building a Computerized Program for the Art of Figures of
Speech and Testing its Effect on Developing the Rhetorical
Skills of Secondary Stage Students in Jordan"

Prepared By
Yousuf Mohammad M. Obeidat
Supervisor

Dr. Abdul Rahman Al- Hashimy

This study aimed at designing a computerized software for the
art of figures of speech and testing the effect of that program on the
development rhetorical skills of Jordanian secondary school students
as compared with the traditional teaching method. This was done

through attempting to answer the following questions:

1.  What is the effect of a computerized program for the art of
figures of speech on the development of the rhetorical skills of

experimental group students?

2. Does the achievement of secondary stage students in the
rhetorical skills in the art of figures of speech differ due to the

teaching method (computerized or traditional)?

3. Does the achievement of secondary stage students in the
rhetorical skills in the art of figures of speech differ due to

gender (male , female)?

4. Does the achievement of secondary stage students in the
rhetorical skills in the art of figures of speech differ due to the

effect of interaction between
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the teaching method (Computerized, traditional) and gender (male ,

female)?

The study sample consisted of (80) students of both males and
females, of first secondary class, literary stream from the schools in
Bani Kanana Directorate of education, who were intentionally
selected, and distributed into two groups: Experimental (two sections,
one of males (20), another of females (19) and control group, of two
sections also males (21), and females (20). The experimental group
was taught through the computer, while the control group followed

the traditional teaching method.

To achieve the study aims, the researcher developed a list of
rhetorical skills in the art of figures of speech to serve as a guide in
designing the computerized program, and in building a test for
measuring the rhetorical skills of the students in the art of figures of
speech. More over, the researcher developed a computerized
program for the art of figures of speech that included the unit of
metaphorical embellishers (verbal and semantic) from the textbook
of Rhetorics and metrics for 1st sec. class, literary stream. The
researcher also developed an achievement test to measure the
rhetorical skills of the students in the art of figures of speech that
consisted of (34) questions, distributed to three areas: knowledge

and comprehension, application,and criticism and evaluation.

Validity of the study tools was verified through showing them to
a number of specialized referees. Consistency coefficient was
assessed through the internal consistency, and re-testing. Kronbach
alpha internal coefficient was found to be (0.83) and re-testing

coefficient was (0.88).
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The researcher administered a pretest before starting the
experiment to ensure equality of the two study groups. A post -test
was administered at the end of the program. A number of necessary
statistical analyses were carried out such as: means or averages,
standard deviations, t-test for the effect of the teaching method and
gender on all the areas and the tool as a whole, and dual variance
analysis for the effect of the teaching method, gender and the

interaction between them.

The results of the study showed that:

1. The computerized program had a statistically significant effect
at (o« = 0.05) on the development of rhetorical skills of the
experimental group students, on the tool as a whole and its
three areas (knowledge and comprehension, application, and

criticism and evaluation).

2. There were statistically significant differences at (o =0.05) in the
achievement of secondary school students in the rhetorical
skills on the tool as a whole and its areas, except the application
area, attributed to the teaching method, in favor of the

computerized method.

3. There were no statistically significant differences at (o =0.05) in
the achievement of secondary school students in the rhetorical
skills, on the tool as a whole or its three areas that were

attributed to gender (male, female).

4. There were no statistically significant differences at (o =0.05) in
the achievement of secondary school students in the art of

figures of speech,
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on the tool as a whole or on its three areas that were attributed to the
interaction between the teaching method (computerized or

traditional) and gender (male, female).

In light of the study results, the researcher recommended more
studies to be carried out to test the effectiveness of educational
computer in teaching Arabic language in different learning stages.
The researcher also recommended. That more attention be given to
studying the effect of using computers in teaching all branches of
Arabic language; producing educational software for different
curricular subjects, especially Arabic language for various stages so
that educational software could be designed and produced according
to accredited bases and standards in line with the educational
objectives and trends in the Hashemite kingdom of Jordan towards

computerizing education.
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